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WELCOME LETTER
A DECADE OF ENRICHMENT
Invention is fueled by more than

necessity. It feeds on creative energy.
It consumes the brightest minds. The
creation of new ideas, new products
and new ways of doing things is why
our university exists and why the KAUST
Enrichment Program launched a decade
ago. KAUST is not just a world class
university but a powerful community
of people focused on helping move
humanity’s collective understanding
forward—in science, in engineering
and in developing inventions to solve
the world’s challenges of water, food,
environment and energy.
Historically, invention has happened
out of sight, secreted away in the lab,
behind closed doors. At KAUST we are
changing that equation. We’ve learned it
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takes a community to create genuinely
new ideas. Every great inventor has a
community that inspired and willed him
or her to greatness.
With the Enrichment Programs, we aim
to focus the lens of our mission. For
two weeks, we put aside routine and
ask foundational questions. We probe
the limits of our understanding. And we
support the kind of directed learning that
empowers curious minds to make new
things.
We have seen great things come from
the Enrichment Programs—we’ve
fostered new collaborations, launched
startups, and inspired new areas of
inquiry. Join us. Be part of this moment in
history as we celebrate our 10th year.
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ABOUT
KAUST ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS
AND SPONSORS

AN ACADEMIC AFFAIRS PROGRAM
Three times annually KAUST sets aside
time to beneﬁt from the knowledge of
world-renowned leaders in science,
education, culture and business. These
three programs—Winter Enrichment
Program, Enrichment in the Spring and
Fall—aim to enrich KAUST students,
faculty and community members, the
greater Saudi community and invited
guests from around the world.

Under the umbrella of the Vice President
for Academic Aﬀairs, the Oﬃce of the
Enrichment Programs began producing
and coordinating in 2010 the Winter
Enrichment Program (WEP), led by
Marie-Laure Boulot. WEP takes place
during an interlude in the academic
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semester in January when courses are
not oﬀered. Students are required to
stay on campus and engage in WEP
activities as part of their credit-bearing
responsibilities.
The resulting mix of people from the
community and campus helps to create
a lively and engaged audience for all
our events. KAUST invites organizations
to engage in beneﬁcial partnerships
through unique Sponsorship
opportunities in liaison with University
Development, whose mission is to foster
relationships with donors to secure the
private support necessary to sustain the
excellence of the University’s academic,
research and student programs.

WEP LEADERSHIP

WEP CHAIRS
KAUST FACULTY 2010-18

The Chair guarantees the program is of high scientiﬁc and educative value

DAVID KEYES
2010 & 2015

Director, Extreme Computing
Research Center

SUZANA NUNES
2013

Professor, Environmental
Science & Engineering Division

ALYN ROCKWOOD
2011 & 2012

Former Associate Director, Geometric
Modeling and Scientiﬁc Visualization
Research Center

WILLIAM ROBERTS
2014

MARK TESTER
2016

Director, Clean Combustion
Research Center

GILLES LUBINEAU
2017

Professor,
Mechanical Engineering

Associate Director, Center for
Desert Agriculture

OMAR KNIO
2018

Professor,
Applied Mathematics and
Computational Science

Marie-Laure Boulot is the manager of the Enrichment

Programs at KAUST. Starting with the inaugural 2010
Winter Enrichment Program, Marie-Laure has successfully
spearheaded the development and expansion of the
University’s Enrichment Programs. In this role, Marie-Laure
sets strategy, oversees program development and positions
the University’s Enrichment Programs in Saudi Arabia and
in the world. She provides graduate and visiting students,
MARIE-LAURE BOULOT
staﬀ, faculty and community members experiences that
Manager,
open their minds, transform the way they think, expand their
Ofﬁce of Enrichment Programs knowledge and stimulate their creativity.
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WEP 2019

WEP 2019

THE CHAIR

Valerio Orlando
Valerio Orlando is Professor of Bioscience at KAUST Biological and Environmental
Science and Engineering Division and Head of KAUST Environmental Epigenetics
Program (KEEP). Orlando’s lab interest is the exploration of the epigenetic and
noncoding genome mechanisms that allow cells to adapt to the changing
environment and how these matter for development, environmental stress,
neuromuscular disease and somatic cell reprogramming.
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WEP 2019

ABOUT
THIS YEAR’S THEME:

TIME

From picoseconds to millennia, atoms

to the universe, silence to sound, aging
to rejuvenation, home to work, moment
to memory...

“

People like us who believe
in physics know that the
distinction between the past, the
present and the future is only a
stubbornly persistent illusion”.
Albert Einstein

“

HOW WE CHOOSE OUR THEMES

Someone is sitting in the
shade today because someone
planted a tree a long time ago”.
Warren Buﬀett

WHAT WILL WEP COVER?
Architecture
Biology
Economy
Energy
Environment
Food
History
Medicine
Music
Philosophy
Physics
Society

In line with KAUST mission to be a source

of inspiration and innovative thinking for
aspiring scientists, academics, scholars,
and entrepreneurs, both nationally and
internationally, the Chair of the program,
together with the Enrichment Oﬃce, strives
to choose a stimulating theme that opens
new perspectives to the future.
Previous themes:
International Year of Chemistry
International Year of Light
Pulse Food
Sustainability and Climate Change
Big Marine Animals
Food for All
Pushing the Limits:
Challenging Engineering & Science
Pioneers
Human-Machine Future
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KEYNOTE LECTURES

KEYNOTE
LECTURE SERIES
IN-KINGDOM SPEAKERS
H.E. ALI A. AL-NAIMI
Former Saudi Arabian Minister
of Petroleum and Mineral
Resources

H. E. ENG. ABDULLATIF AL OTHMAN
Governor of the Saudi Arabian
General Investment Authority
(SAGIA)

KHALID AL-FALIH
Saudi Arabian Minister of Energy,
Industry and Mineral Resources.
Chairman of the Board at Saudi
Aramco, KAUST Board of Trustees
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RAMI ABU GHAZALEH
CEO, Al Baik Food Systems
Company

AYMAN AL HARBI
Director of Information Technology
and Project Director at the SmartCity
Project Royal Commission for Jubail
and Yanbu

NASSER AL-NAFISEE
Assistant Energy Minister and VP,
Corporate Aﬀairs, Saudi Aramco

FAHAD A. ALSHEREHY
VP, Technology and
Innovation, SABIC

LUBNA OLAYAN
CEO, Olayan Financing Company,
KAUST Board of Trustees
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KEYNOTE LECTURES

KEYNOTE
LECTURE SERIES
INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS
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DIRK AHLBORN

ELIZABETH CHURCHILL

Founder and CEO, JumpStarter
Inc, CEO Hyperloop Transportation
Technologies

Director, User Experience, Google

MICHEL HARTMUT

OUSSAMA KHATIB

1962 Nobel laureate in Chemistry,
Max Planck Institute for Biophysics

Director, Robotics Lab, Stanford
University

KEYNOTE LECTURES

JAMES LYNE

CAROLYN PORCO

Global head of Security Research,
Sophos

Imaging science team leader for
NASA’s Cassini mission to Saturn

CARLO RATTI

EDWARD C. STONE

Director, Senseable City Lab, MIT

Project Scientist for NASA’s Voyager
Mission

KIP THORNE

CEDRIC VILLANI

2017 Nobel laureate in Physics, Caltech

Mathematician, 2010 Fields Medal,
Université Claude Bernard Lyon 1,
Institut Henri-Poincaré
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MUST-SEE EVENTS

MUST-SEE
EVENTS

SUNDAY EVENING
OPENING NIGHT
To oﬃcially launch WEP, we invite the
KAUST community and in-Kingdom
guests to attend our Opening Night.
WEP starts by a welcoming address
by the KAUST President and Vice
President, followed by an opening
keynote lecture or special event and
a cocktail reception.

KAUST Interim President
Nadhmi A. Al-Nasr at WEP 2018
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MUST-SEE EVENTS

WORKSHOPS
We organize hands-on workshops for
students and the KAUST community
to further develop speciﬁc areas of
knowledge and skills.

FILM FESTIVAL IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Renowned scientists introduce and lead discussions
for a range of documentary and ﬁctional ﬁlm
screenings related to the year’s theme.

EXHIBITIONS
International and national artists
are invited to exhibit their artistic
creations and create new works
during WEP.

LECTURE SERIES
This series of lunch-time lectures features a
range of inspiring in-Kingdom and regional
business speakers to discuss the trends and
opportunities related to business in Saudi
Arabia and the international arena.

SCIENCE FAIR & MAKER SPACE
In our yearly fair researchers bring
science out of the labs and interact
with KAUST community members
and in-Kingdom schools in a lively
day of sharing and discovery.
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MUST-SEE EVENTS

INTERNATIONAL UNDERGRADUATE
POSTER COMPETITION
Over ﬁve years we have received more than
2,000 research poster submissions, with 40
percent from Saudi students. Each year the
top three submissions are recognized during
an awards ceremony.

THURSDAY
FINAL GALA
To commemorate the end of WEP we
hold a ﬁnal gala extravaganza. We use
this night to recognize our sponsors
as well as the winners of the poster
competition, art competitions and
more. This is one of the biggest nights
of the year for the KAUST community.
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EXPERIENCE WEP VIRTUALLY

EXPERIENCE
WEP VIRTUALLY
To make our programs easily accessible
to the Kingdom and the international
community whenever they want;
whether to watch them again, or for the
ﬁrst time, we livestream our keynote
lecture series and lunch-time lectures
via the KAUSTOﬃcial Facebook page
and YouTube channel.

THEO JANSEN
Artist and Creator
of the Strandbeests

In 2017, KAUST launched the interview
format television show called Facebook
On-Air. During WEP, the University
broadcasts live interviews in English
and Arabic to bring our programs to
the Kingdom and the international
community. Everyone can watch the live
interviews and ask questions in real-tim��e.��

STEPH DAVIS
Chief of science,
World-renowned rock
Cal Academy of sciences climber & base jumper
SHANNON BENNETT

SUSAN POLGAR
Chess
Grandmaster

TAREK A.FADAAK
Assoc. Prof, King
Abdul Aziz University

OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL
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BE PART OF
SOMETHING BIG
Through its Enrichment Programs, KAUST continues to prove itself as the catalyst of

new ideas for science, engineering and innovation. We greatly appreciate your support.
Since 2010, the Oﬃce of Enrichment Programs has organized more than 1,430 events,
invited more than 1,200 international and national speakers, counted with more than
100,450 participants, and reached more than 2,200,000 people.

OUR INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS
come from Bandung Institut of
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Technology, BYU Marriott School of
Business, Centrale Supelec, James
Cook University, Cognigy GmbH,
Cornell University , Data Transparency
Lab, Ewha Womans University, Google,
Harvard Medical School, Kollektiv
Lumen, Le Laboratoire, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Memorial
University of Newfoundland, Patent
Portfolio Builders, PLLC, Post Carbon
Institute, Rice University, Schlumberger,

SOPHOS, Space Science Institute,
Stanford University, Susan Polgar
Institute for Chess Excellence, Swiss
Federal Institute of Technology,
Telecom ParisTech - INFRES, Tonic App,
Transatomic Power Corporation, UCSD
Jacobs School of Engineering, Unbabel,
Universite Marne La Vallee, University
of Canterbury in New Zealand,
University of Cincinnati, University
Pierre and Marie CURIE, Schlumberger,
National Instrument, and more.

OUR IN-KINGDOM SPEAKERS
come from Saudi Aramco, SEDCO, SAGIA, ALJ, the Presidency of Meteorology and
Environment, the Dow corporation, SABIC, Schlumberger Middle East, Ma’aden
Gold & Base Metals Co., Al Baik Food Systems Company, Jarir Group, STC, Rawabi
Holdings, NESMA, Saudi Electricity Company, ACWA Power, Fakieh Group, Saudi
Geological Society, Umm Al Qura University, KFUPM, Taibah University, Binzagr
Company, Al-Nahdi Medical Company, King Saud University, King Abdullah City
for Atomic and Renewable Energy Riyadh, Royal Commission of Yanbu, and more

10,000+
ATTENDEES

BE SEEN
100
SPEAKERS

120
EVENTS
page
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INFLUENTIAL ONLINE
AND OFFLINE PRESENCE
Partner with us to reach new audiences. We invite a selection of digital, print and

television journalists to attend WEP resulting in extensive positive media exposure for our
messages and sponsors. This is complimented by promotion across KAUST’s internal and
external owned channels. These include harnessing the latest digital trends like Instagram
stories and live streaming on Facebook and YouTube. In addition to high proﬁle real estate
on key areas of our website, internal newsletters and the University’s monthly glossy
magazine - The Beacon – distributed by direct mail to inﬂuencers around the world.

WEP MEDIA ACTIVITY
Throughout the Winter Enrichment Programs we work with key media professionals
across digital, print and broadcast facilitating media opportunities and exclusive access
to global thought leaders and state of the art KAUST facilities. Through coverage by
global broadcasters such as MBC we are able to reach audiences of up to 300 million.
Selection of top tier journalists
invited to cover the program from
key national and international
publishers and broadcasters
On campus press conference
held for journalists during the
program
Targeted press releases sent to
relevant news and trade media
pre and post event

SOCIAL MEDIA STATS
Thanks to our compelling social media campaigns and strong online presence on the most

used platforms (Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, YouTube and Instagram), we have created a
network that goes far beyond the boundaries of KAUST. In January 2018, WEP digital activity
across all channels achieved a potential reach of 2,200,000 people.
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INFLUENTIAL ONLINE AND OFFLINE PRESENCE

KAUST SOCIAL CHANNELS
Reach our growing audience:

71,000
32,200
13,900
69,000
9,300

Global digital heat map for
WEP 2018 audiences:

likes on Facebook
followers on Twitter - English
followers on Twitter - Arabic
followers on LinkedIn
followers on Instagram

We broadcast live and direct:
Total number of views of the Facebook keynote lectures’ livestream of WEP 2018: 164,706
Total number of views of all the WEP Facebook on-air interviews: 93,566

AN INFLUENTIAL AUDIENCE

THE BEACON
Our full colour university magazine
has a print run of 1758 and is sent in
hardcopy to inﬂuencers including
University Presidents and CEO’s in
137 locations within the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and around the world.

OUR AUDIENCE
AT KAUST
Azzam AlDakhil (@AzzamAlDakhil), Former
Minister of Education current advisor at the Royal
Court in KSA. He is followed by 5.87M people.

KAUST is a city with an international
and inﬂuential community who are
a vital part of the Winter Enrichment
Program. Throughout the program,
daily emails reach our engaged
community of 1728 staﬀ.

page

19

YOUR VISIBILITY

YOUR VISIBILITY
As a sponsor, you will not only be visible to the KAUST community, but also to the

many in-Kingdom and international visitors that join us during WEP. You will be
featured on campus through varying forms of promotional campaigns and printed
materials and acknowledged during our opening night, VIP luncheon, KAUST Live
interviews, ﬁnal gala and much more.

BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER
PRE-EVENT PROMOTION

SEIZING THE MOMENT

DYNAMIC FOLLOW UP

OCTOBER-DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY – APRIL

During the program, we deliver
a ton of engaging content and
branding at Discivery Square,
around campus and more.

As the program tapers oﬀ, the
excitement continues with six to
eight weeks of continued
coverage, analysis, promotion and
engagement with in-Kingdom
and international media.

Promotion begins in October
both locally and internationally.
We build a groundswell of
interest in WEP with features
in our monthly magazine The
Beacon.
We generate timely, multimedia
content that arouses viewers
interest on the diverse set of
topics the program will include.
We deploy our social media
presence in targeted, paid
promotions to bring our followers
coming back for more.
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Our oﬃcial channels dedicate
their full eﬀorts to live coverage
of the over 120 WEP events.
Our community, community of
research centers, divisions and
individual scientists, share and
promote all of the excitement.

Our invited speakers return to
their home institutions ready to
share what they have seen, and
they are engaged to do so in
directed ways through continued
social media activity, print articles
and personal engagement and
sharing of content.
We turn a 12-day event into
months of media activity and
positive engagement for all
brands involved.

YOUR OPPORTUNITIES

Are you looking to reach a concentrated group of thought leaders, innovators, entrepreneurs,
top academics and scholars? Do you need to generate visibility online in a new way with real
impact? Let’s talk about how we can align our ﬁnal schedule with your unique needs.

TOP-LINE EVENTS

01 KEYNOTES

Align your brand with global experts.

02 OPENING

AND FINAL GALA
Be part of the excitement.

03 BUSINESS LECTURES

Elevate strategic thinking with your brand
presence.

04 THE ALUMNI

LECTURE SERIES

Catch early career
scientists in an opening
setting.

INTERACTIVE SESSIONS

01 SCIENCE FAIR 02 MAKER FAIR

Help bright young minds
develop world-changing
ideas.

03 FILM FESTIVAL

Support the kind of exploration
Inspire viewers to reimagine and
that could unearth the next great engage.
invention.
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LIVESTREAM OPPORTUNITIES
WE WANT TO PUT YOUR BRAND ALONGSIDE WORLD-RENOWNED SCIENTISTS,
ACADEMICS, AUTHORS AND ARTISTS AS WELL AS TOP LEADERS OF IN-KINGDOM
INDUSTRY AND HIGHER EDUCATION.

01 KEYNOTE

02 FACEBOOK 03 SCI-CAFÉ 04 PANEL

INTERVIEWS

LECTURE SERIES LIVE

Have your company
Talk to one of our
logo embedded into our journalists in English or
branding materials.
in Arabic.

Position your expert
Feature a group of your most
alongside top academics. talented communicators.

BE SEEN
WEP IS AN ESTABLISHED BRAND THAT CONTINUES TO GROW RAPIDLY—SECURE
YOUR PLACE AMONG OUR TOP SPONSORS.

02 BANNERS

Grace the architecture
with your brand
messaging.

01 BIG SCREEN/LED
Join an exclusive set of timely
messages in unmissable locations.

05 THE BEACON

Featured articles in the
University’s magazine The
Beacon.

04 PRESS

Placement of English/Arabic
press releases in in-Kingdom
print publications.

03 SOCIAL

Feature, share and interact
with a targeted S&T audience.

THANK YOU

THANK YOU

TO ALL OUR
PREVIOUS SPONSORS

EXHIBIT PARTNERS
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SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
CONTACT US
abdullah.alsobahi@kaust.edu.sa
PHONE:+966 (0)12 808 3290
MOBILE: +966 (0)54 027 2550

@enrichmentatkaust

@EnrichAtKaust

